Log Line

A modern day fairy tale proving that love conquers all obstacles, no matter how great.

Tag Line

His greatest weakness became his foremost strength.
Short Synopsis
Balloon & the Beast, 2005, Color. 9 minutes, 00 seconds.
Directed by Kyle Hunter Welton

Produced by Kaveh Saberi

Balloon & the Beast: Once upon a time there lived a florist, a shy man who found acceptance in the flowers that he was denied with people. One day, he encountered someone who changed everything; a similar outcast who was sensitive, caring, but stuck in an abusive relationship. Can the love of a man with hairy hands, and a delicate balloon survive in this modern day fairy tale?

Long Synopsis

Once upon a time, in a land not unlike ours… there was a man, a florist, a social outcast with extremely hairy hands. He had tried everything in order to be normal. Fortunately his doctor had a solution. A three stage treatment over the course of one day. In the final hours of his treatment day, he happened upon a girl, with a similar affliction. She was a Balloon with the soul of a real woman. Her skin was extremely thin and she was unable to be touched.  Stuck in an abusive relationship, she had become a prop to her boyfriend.  Then, by chance, she floated into his shop. As they talked, their mutual attraction became overpowering. In a moment of tender affection, Thom reached out and touched the Balloon, with his soft hairy hands. A bright flash emanated from the touch and as the light cleared the balloon become a real woman.  Suddenly, as luck would have it, the final alarm for Thom’s treatment went off. Now, he had to choose between being normal and this new found love. In the end, Thom made the decision to have the love he so desperately needed.
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It’s strange that no matter how small your production, Hollywood problems find you.  During the planning of Balloon & The Beast, the Producer Kaveh and I were sitting in our office, working out some issues we might have to confront on set. We had made a list of all our possible production concerns- time constraints, film allocation, and the like.  We had little idea that our quiet little balloon would be the biggest on-set diva we could possibly encounter. On location in the park, with the slightest breeze, Balloon would throw a hissy fit.  She would flail around non-stop as the wind blew her all about. Our solution, in true Hollywood fashion, was to designate an onset Balloon wrangler, someone whose sole responsibility was to moderate Balloon’s wild temper.  As the wind would die down, Balloon, seemingly now ready to shoot, would sit still and we’d bang out a shot. I smile now as I remember it, but had you been on set, I assure you my facial expression would have been a tad different.
The story of Balloon and The Beast comes from many different sources.  The root of this inspiration comes from Disney films like Snow White, Cinderella and Pinocchio. I can remember sitting in the theatre, as a child, with wondrous amazement. Their magic drew me to filmmaking. I still get goosebumps at the phrase “When you wish upon a star, makes no difference who you are…”

Also, in my youth, I often played sports with the older kids.  Being the youngest, I was frequently picked on.  The stories, images, and ideas of the movies gave me a necessary escape.  When I watched movies, I felt a great deal of apathy and ultimately a connection with these characters that were put upon by others. I created Thom in that mold.  I had been through a similarly ostracizing experience and, like him, hoped that there was light at the end of the tunnel.

The film distinguishes itself from previous fairytales because the main character does not physically transform in the film. This was an important message to me. In previous fairytales, the main character must switch and become more physically attractive, in accord with the happy ending.  In Balloon, Thom remains the same on the outside.  The soft hair on his hands is what allows him to touch an untouchable Balloon.  His greatest negative becomes the means to his happiness, leaving the message that it’s ok to be different.  Both characters are brought together by love.
Finally, I dedicated this film to my mother.  She would tell my sister and I bedtime stories about a cat named Francis: a cat who sold his fur coat for bubblegum, so ‘he had to wear a pink sweatercoat and no fur coat at all.’  She would always open with introduction: “Once upon time a there was a cat named Francis…” After hearing the familiar opening a few times my sister and I could no longer contain our excitement to hear of Francis’ new adventures, so we’d interrupt her with a “so anyways!”. This is was why I dedicated the film to my mother, my first story teller.  “Once upon a time- …..so anyways….”
